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OF 


EAIRMOQNT,  LEMON  HILL, 

AND  THE  ADJOINING  GROUNDS, 

AS  A 


PUBLIC  PARK. 


“  And  provided  also,  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  City  Councils  to  obtain,  hy  dedication 
or  purchase,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  city,  an  adequate  number  of  squares  or  other  areas 
of  ground,  convenient  of  access  to  all  its  inhabitants,  and  lay  out  and  maintain  such  squares 
and  areas  of  ground  as  open  and  public  squares  for  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  the  people 
forever.” — Consolidation  Act,  sect.  41. 

- •<■««*■>■ - 


Philadelphia,  January,  1855. 
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LEMON  HILL. 


♦♦ 


The  proposition  now  before  Councils  of  laying  out  Lemon 
Hill  and  the  adjoining  grounds  as  a  public  park,  is  no  new 
question.  Several  years  ago  the  late  City  Corporation  had 
before  it  a  plan  of  the  grounds  made  at  the  request  of  the 
late  John  Price  Wetherill,  Esquire,  and  the  subject  of  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  property  was  referred  to  certain  Committees. 
We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  why  the  matter  was  suffered 
to  sleep  in  the  hands  of  the  Committees,  but  presume,  as  the 
grounds  were  then  beyond  the  City  limits,  there  was  not  the 
same  interest  taken  in  improving  an  estate  lying  in  the  Dis¬ 
tricts  of  Spring  Garden  and  Penn,  as  would  have  been  shown 
had  the  land  been  situated  within  the  chartered  bounds  of  the 
City. 

The  Consolidation  Act,  by  extending  the  boundaries  of  the 
City  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  has  materially  altered  our  situation  ;  the 
local  jealousies  which  formerly  existed  are  rapidly  disappear¬ 
ing  ;  and  when  the  new  machinery  of  the  City  government 
gets  fairly  in  working  order,  we  have  all  confidence  that  the 
greatest  benefits  will  be  experienced  from  the  change  that 
has  taken  place. 

The  Lemon  Hill  Estate  has  been  leased  for  the  period  of 
ten  years  from  the  1st  of  October,  1847,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  the  lease  containing  a  covenant  on  the 
part  of  the  lessee,  that  he  will  surrender  possession  of  the 
premises  if  the  City  should  dedicate  the  same  to  public  use, 
upon  receipt  of  six  months’  notice. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  the  City  authorities  were  required 
to  grade  Landing  street,  and  the  unskilful  manner  in  which 
this  work  was  performed,  caused  the  destruction  of  an  Ice¬ 
house  used  by  the  lessee  of  Lemon  Hill.  The  Committee  on 
City  Property  having  examined  the  claim  for  damages,  con¬ 
cluded  to  pay  the  amount  awarded  by  the  referees,  not  deem¬ 
ing  it  prudent  or  just  to  incur  the  expense  or  hazard  of  litiga¬ 
tion  on  the  subject,  and  an  ordinance  was  accordingly  passed 
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on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1853,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  to  the  tenant. 

It  will  therefore  be  perceived  that  no  advantage  has  been 
derived  from  the  lease,  as  the  City  has  already  paid  more  for 
the  destruction  of  the  Ice-house,  than  it  will  receive  for  the 
whole  term  of  ten  years. 

The  Journal  of  Councils  for  October,  1851,  contains  the 
following  entries: 

Mr.  Wetherill 

Presented  a  sketch  of  the  Lemon  Hill  estate,  and  part 
of  Fairmount,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  Frederic  Graff, 
Superintendent  of  Fairmount  Water  Works,  both  being  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  a  “  Public  Park,”  and  offered 
the  following,  to  wit :  Resolved ,  That  the  subject  of  the 
improvement  of  the  Lemon  Hill  Estate  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  City  Property  and  the  Watering  Committee, 
jointly. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion, 

Council  proceeded  to  the  second  reading  and  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

When  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Common  Council  concurred. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to,  from  Mr. 
Graff. 

J,  P.  Wetherill,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, Herewith  please  find  a  sketch  of  the  Lemon 
Hill  Estate  and  part  of  Fairmount,  laid  down  with  the  object 
of  making  it  available  as  a  Public  Park,  which  I  hope  will 
meet  the  views  you  entertain  upon  the  subject.  The  plan 
proposed,  is  to  lay  out  the  large  lot  of  ground  upon  the  north 
side  of  the  reservoirs  at  Fairmount  (now  unimproved)  with 
roadways  forty  feet  wide,  with  the  view  of  making  it  serve  as 
an  entrance  to  the  grand  park  at  Lemon  Hill.  On  this 
latter  place  it  is  proposed  to  construct  roads  forty  feet  in 
width,  winding  around  the  elevations  of  the  ground,  and  the 
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buildings  upon  the  place,  by  which  means  a  drive  of  three  or 
four  miles  in  length  could  be  obtained  on  Lemon  Hill  alone  ; 
but  if  this  should  not  be  considered  sufficient,  the  adjoining 
place,  now  called  “  Sedgley  Park,”  could  be  added  and  laid 
out  in  a  similar  manner,  by  which  means  a  direct  communica¬ 
tion  would  be  formed  between  Fairmount  Water  Works  and 
those  of  the  District  of  Spring  Garden  and  the  Northern 
Liberties ;  and  when  the  bridge,  which  it  is  intended  to  erect 
at  an  early  date,  across  the  river  at  Girard  Avenue,  is  finished, 
a  complete  circuit  could  be  made,  by  passing  over  this  bridge 
to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  over  the  Wire  bridge,  and  again 
through  Fairmount  and  Lemon  Hill.  Some  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  plan  would  be,  that  the  whole  of  the  ground, 
with  the  exception  of  Sedgley  Park  is  already  the  property 
of  the  City  Corporation,  and  could  be  improved  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  public  Park  at  a  comparatively  small  cost. 
It  would  bring  into  use  property  which  is  now  going  to  ruin 
for  want  of  a  purpose  to  which  to  apply  it.  The  estate  can¬ 
not  be  shut  in  by  buildings,  and  there  can  be  no  desire  or 
necessity  to  run  the  public  streets  through  it,  as  undoubtedly 
would  be  the  case  with  some  of  the  other  properties  which 
have  been  proposed  for  parks ;  it  has  the  benefit  of  water 
scenery,  and  for  beauty  of  situation  and  natural  advantages 
cannot  be  excelled.  The  lot  on  the  north  side  of  the  reser¬ 
voirs  contains  about  ten  acres,  Lemon  Hill  about  forty-four 
and  Sedgley  Park  about  forty  acres  ;  making  together,  if  the 
whole  were  thrown  open,  from  ninety -four  to  one  hundred 
acres,  upon  which  roads  of  eight  or  ten  miles  in  length  could 
be  constructed.  Hoping  the  plan  proposed  may  meet  your 
approbation, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

FRED.  GRAFF, 

Superintendent  Fairmount  Water  Works. 

October  20,  1851. 

Note. — The  grounds  embraced  in  Mr.  Graff's  plan,  we  think  will  he  found 


to  contain  about  110  acres,  as  follows  : 

Acres. 

The  grounds  at  Fairmount,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  24 

Lemon  Hill,  (purchased  in  1843,)  -------  45 

The  Sedgley  Estate,  --.-------33 

The  grounds  of  the  S.  G.  Water  Works,  (purchased  in  1843,)  -  -  84 
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[From  the  Journal  of  Councils  of  the  Consolidated  City.] 

THURSDAY,  September  14th,  1854. 

Mr.  P.  A.  Keyser  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  City  Property  be  re¬ 
quested  to  inquire  and  report  to  Councils,  the  price  at  which 
the  Sedgley  Estate,  north  of  and  adjoining  the  Lemon  Hill 
Estate,  can  be  purchased,  and  other  property  adjoining  the 
Lemon  Hill  Estate.* 

Which  was  agreed  to. 


TUESDAY,  September  27th,  1854. 

Mr.  O’Neil  submitted  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have,  by  petitions, 
requested  Councils  to  provide  the  public  with  Parks  and 
Squares ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  property  owned  by  the  city,  known  as 
the  Lemon  Hill  Estate,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dedicated 
to  public  use  as  a  Park. 

Mr.  Abbey 

Moved  to  amend,  that  the  Committee  on  City  Property 
be  instructed  to  report  an  Ordinance  at  the  next  meeting, 
declaring  the  Lemon  Hill  Estate  a  Public  Park. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

*  The  other  property  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  is  the  small  strip 
between  Fairmount  and  Lemon  Hill. 
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SELECT  COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY  October  26th,  1854. 

Mr.  Hinman 

Presented  a  petition  relative  to  the  extension  and  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  Lemon  Hill  Estate  for  a  Public  Park. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  City  Property. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  petition : — 

“  To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

“  The  undersigned  have  noticed  with  great  pleasure,  in  the 
published  proceedings  of  Councils,  that  initiatory  steps  have 
been  taken  to  dedicate  Lemon  Hill  to  public  use  as  a  Park. 
In  connexion  with  this  measure,  there  is  a  matter  of  much 
importance  to  the  citizens,  to  which  we  now  most  respect¬ 
fully  ask  the  attention  of  Councils.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  Lemon  Hill  Estate  was  purchased  in  1843  by  the 
Councils  of  the  late  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion,  among  others,  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phy¬ 
sicians,  with  the  paramount  object  of  securing  the  Reservoirs 
at  Fairmount,  as  far  as  possible,  from  contamination.  To 
protect  the  Forebay  from  those  impurities  likely  to  find  their 
way  into  the  river,  from  Factories  and  other  buildings  to 
which  this  land  might  in  time  be  appropriated,  if  not  secured 
by  the  city,  was  a  subject  which  earnestly  engaged  the  at¬ 
tention  of  those  having  the  health,  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  citizens  at  heart.  The  result  of  that  consideration  is, 
that  our  citizens  have  rested  satisfied  that  the  water  used  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes,  has  remained  free  from  taint, 
and  that  a  noble  tract  of  beautiful  land  is  about  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  present  and  future 
generations. 

“  Since  the  date  of  that  purchase,  the  districts  bordering 
on  Lemon  Hill  have  increased  with  rapid  strides,  and  build¬ 
ings  have  already  reached  the  borders  of  the  river.  Addi¬ 
tional  works  have  also  been  erected  a  short  distance  above 
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Lemon  Hill,  to  supply  the  late  Districts  of  Spring  Garden 
and  Penn  with  the  Schuylkill  water,  and  the  city  has  caused 
new  reservoirs  to  be  .constructed. 

“  In  view  of  the  increasing  population  of  our  city,  and  the 
imperious  necessity  of  supplying  all  portions  of  our  citizens 
with  water  as  pure  as  our  utmost  care  and  foresight  may  be 
able  to  furnish,  we  are  convinced  that  the  river  front  from 
the  Forebay  at  Fairmount,  to  a  point  above  the  Spring  Gar¬ 
den  Water  Works,  should  by  all  means  be  most  carefully 
guarded  and  forever  kept  free  from  all  buildings  calculated 
to  injure  the  water.  To  accomplish  this  important  object 
would  be  attended  with  a  comparatively  trifling  outlay  of 
money,  and  the  undersigned  therefore  earnestly  hope  that 
Councils  will  give  their  attention  to  the  subject  before  it 
shall  be  too  late.  Between  the  Forebay  and  Lemon  Hill, 
lies  a  small  strip  of  ground  now  appropriated  to  uses  which 
we  consider  prejudicial,  and  between  the  Lemon  Hill  tract 
and  the  grounds  of  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works,  lies  a 
piece  of  land  with  an  extensive  river  front,  and  through  which 
Girard  avenue  will  soon  be  opened ;  these  two  parcels  of  land 
are  of  incalculable  value  to  the  city,  in  connexion  with  the 
Water  Works  above  and  below  them.  The  purchase  of  these 
two  pieces  would  be  the  means  of  uniting  the  grounds  now 
owned  by  the  city,  in  an  unbroken  stretch  of  land,  giving  a 
clear  and  unobstructed  river  front,  extending  from  Fair- 
mount  to  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works,  and  thus  afford¬ 
ing  protection  to  the  water  for  some  distance  above  the  curve 
in  the  river. 

“At  the  same  time  the  city  will  be  provided  with  a  most 
valuable  and  elegant  tract  of  undulating  land,  more  suitable 
than  any  that  can  be  named  for  the  purpose  of  a  public 
Park-— a  project  much  desired  by  large  numbers  of  our  citi¬ 
zens. 

“The  undersigned  are  fully  aware  that  in  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  the  city  finances,  the  utmost  caution  should  be  used 
in  the  public  expenditure,  but  the  vast  importance  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  measure,  to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  city,  com¬ 
pel  us  to  ask  the  serious  attention  of  Councils  to  the  subject, 
while  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  city  to  secure  the  property  un¬ 
incumbered  with  buildings  of  any  value. 

“The  really  small  outlay  necessary  for  consummating  this 
measure,  will,  we  are  convinced,  be  cheerfully  borne  by  our 
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citizens,  who  have  ever  shown  themselves  willing  to  meet 
whatever  expenditures  may  be  considered  necessary  for  mea¬ 
sures  of  a  sanitary  character.  The  recent  calamity  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  should  admonish  us  to  be  ever  alive  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  giving  our  watchful  attention  to  those  fountains  from 
which  we  draw  health  and  happiness,  or  disease  and  death. 

“But  when  we  reflect,  that  the  measure  we  propose  will 
not  only  be  the  means  of  protecting  our  drinking  water  from 
impurities,  but  furnish  the  citizens  with  a  large,  elegant  and 
central  public  Park,  abounding  in  natural  beauties,  with  ex¬ 
tended  lawns,  groves,  and  water  scenery,  easy  of  access  from 
all  parts  of  our  extended  city,  we  are  led  to  believe  the  pur¬ 
chase  now  recommended,  and  the  dedication  of  the  whole 
connected  tract  from  Fairmount  to  the  northern  limits  of  the 
grounds  of  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works,  to  the  public 
use  forever,  will  be  hailed  with  heartfelt  pleasure  by  all 
classes  of  our  citizens.” 


Signed  by 

Gouverneur  Emerson,  M.  D. 
John  Wiltbank,  M.  D. 

J.  E.  Mitchell 
H.  N,  Burroughs 
Henry  J.  Williams 
Thomas  A.  Budd 
Peter  McCall 
Garrick  Mallory 
Joel  Jones 

Hon.  George  M.  Stroud 
Hon.  Clark  Hare 
Hon.  John  K.  Kane 
Hon.  Wm.  D.  Kelley 
Hon.  Oswald  Thompson 
Hon.  Joseph  Allison 
Edward  E.  Law 
William  Duane 
George  W.  Biddle 
Chapman  Biddle 
J.  Williams  Biddle 
Theodore  Cuyler, 


Philadelphia ,  October ,  1854. 

John  Clayton 
Francis  G.  Smith,  M.  D. 
William  Darrah,  M.  D. 
William  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Edmund  A.  Souder  &  Co. 

S.  Morris  Wain 
Stephen  H.  Brooke 
John  B.  Myers 
Evans  Bogers 
Caleb  Cope 
H.  &  A.  Cope  &  Co. 

Parry  &  Randolph 
Mahlon  Williamson 
N.  B.  Browne 
George  M.  Wharton 
Samuel  C.  Perkins 
Thomas  Dunlap 
John  M.  Read 
N.  Derrickson 
Robert  Bethell 
Joseph  S.  Brewster 
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Wardale  G.  McAllister 
John  Samuel 
William  B.  Hieskell 
John  H.  Markland 
George  R.  Fisher 
Joseph  R.  Paxton 
R.  W.  Cushman 
Joseph  Bannister 

D.  W.  O’Brien 
Charles  M.  Husbands 
William  L.  Dennis 
C.  W.  Anable 
Joseph  Maitland 
John  T.  Montgomery 
J.  D.  Bennett 
Henry  Flanders 
William  G.  Smith 
'Edwin  J.  De  Haven 
Charles  Carter 
Charles  J.  Stilld 
Israel  W.  Morris,  Jr. 

J.  P.  Downing 
Charles  M.  Tyson 
Samuel  N.  Lewis 
Charles  Ellis  &  Co. 
Joseph  Perot 
John  H.  Towne 
Charles  L.  Desauque 
Benj.  Gerhard 
W.  Heyward  Drayton 
Wm.  J.  Horstman 
Redwood  F.  Warner 
Isaac  P.  Morris 
Henry  Cramond 
Lewis  A.  Scott 
J.  L.  Ludlow,  M.  D. 
M.  D.  Livensetter 
Daniel  M.  Fox 
Samuel  L.  Clement 
Jeremiah  Bonsall 
James  Maguire 


Joshua  Spering 
Isaac  A.  Keemld 
J.  Warner  Erwin 
Joseph  B.  Townsend 
Andrew  Manship 
Charles  M.  Griffiths 
Rev.  Kingston  Goddard 
Paul  G.  Oliver 
Abraham  R.  Hortter 
A.  W.  Griffiths 

F.  T.  Olmsted 

E.  B.  Garrigues 
George  S.  Kemble,  M.  D. 
0.  Wilson  Davis 
William  Biddle 

James  J.  Levick,  M.  D. 
Rev.  George  A.  Durborrow 
Robert  Coulton  Davis 
David  Smith 
Charles  Shivers 
William  II.  Thompson 
Charles  D.  Colladay 
R.  N.  Warner 
Matthias  Myers 
C.  W.  Beresford 
James  B.  Smith 
Davis  E.  Hoffman 
Andrew  Miller 
J.  Weeks 
David  Webster 
George  Erety 
George  F.  Jordon 
Jacob  Waterman,  Jr. 

L.  A.  Finlayson 
James  W.  Bacon,  M.  D. 
John  A.  McAllister 

G.  W.  Morgan 
Henry  C.  Lea 
James  Hansell 
Wm.  H.  Lord 

F.  G.  Prizer 
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V.  F.  Harrison 

A.  E.  Lent 

M.  F.  Harrison 
J.  S.  O’Neill 
John  Thompson 
Joseph  Firth 
P.  Levy 

C.  D.  Cassaday 
Samuel  Field 
William  J.  Davis 
John  H.  Swaby 
Samuel  B.  Thomas 
Abraham  H.  See 
George  Toland 
Edward  Pennington,  Jr. 
C.  A.  Walborn 
Charles  Vanhorn 
Thomas  Potter 
Jno.  Sellers,  Jr. 

W.  A.  Solomon 
Chas.  W.  Calvert 
Aaron  R.  Day 
John  Baxter 
John  Hibler 
Philip  H.  Ellis 
John  McDowell,.  Jr. 
Richard  Coe 
Jacob  Ellis 
Daniel  Yohe 
Hiram  Miller 
James  P.  Tatman 
Wm.  J.  Blanchard 
Isaac  T.  Jones 
William  D.  Jones 

N.  J.  Hoffman 
John  E.  Ashmead 
John  C.  Milligan 
M.  Buzby 
Robert  Robinson 
G.  Wagner 
Joseph  Wm.  Bates 


George  Mair 
J.  F.  Divvers 
James  C.  Wray 
Alexander  Wray  &  Co. 
Joseph  Short 
Odenheimer,  Short  &  Co. 
Alfred  Galliner 
Wm.  R.  Lownes 
James  Milne 
Constant  Guillou 
Townsend  Ward 

B.  Howard  Rand,  M.  D. 

C.  L.  Munns,  M.  D. 
William  Wallace 
Samuel  W.  Paul 
Wm.  W.  Juvenal 
Geo.  W.  Wollaston 

A.  Y.  Parsons 
Aaron  Thompson 
James  C.  Yan  Dyke 
William  L.  Hirst 
Charles  D.  Freeman 
James  M.  Robb 
Edward  R.  Jones 
Lloyd  P.  Smith 

H.  D.  Caldwell 
Abraham  Myers 
John  Hampton 
Isaac  Sulger 
Wm.  D.  McKibbin 

B.  Harper 
A.  G.  Stout 
Geo.  H.  Moore 
H.  Thompson 

C.  B.  Dungan 
Alfred  M.  Herkness 
John  J.  Davis 
Jacob  Nuttei 

Wm.  F.  Belsterling 
A.  Y.  Zane 
William  K.  Bray 
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Samuel  H.  Austin 
John  C.  Mitchell 
R.  D.  Wilkinson 
Jacob  Broom 
Joseph  L.  Chester 
Paul  B.  Goddard,  M.  D. 
John  Souder 
Jacob  Esher 
Enoch  Taylor 
James  Traquair 
M.  Russell  Thayer 
William  A.  Porter 
Samuel  H,  Perkins 
James  W.  Paul 
P.  Pemberton  Morris 
Job  R.  Tyson 
James  H.  Castle 

_ _  i  i  4 

Edward  Armstrong 
H.  G.  Jones,  Jr. 

R.  C.  McMurtrie 
A.  S.  Letchworth 
Charles  S.  Keyser 
Henry  Carey  Baird 
John  Bonsall 
Isaac  Elliott 
Alexander  B.  Carver 
Samuel  W.  Thackara 
Charles  S.  Pancoast 
Edward  H.  Bonsall 
Charles  Harlan 
John  II.  Wheeler 
G.  D.  Rosengarten 
Robert  R.  Levick 
Bridges  &  West 
Presbury  &  Billings 
A.  F.  Glass 
William  W.  Keen 
Frederick  Brown 
Charles  Robb, 

Edward  Ingersoll 
George  Hamilton,  M.  B. 


Edward  H,  Ward,  M.  D. 
W  illiam  Thaw 
David  Watt 
Samuel  Beatty 
Alexander  McLean 
Isaac  Collins,  jr. 

B.  F.  Crispin 
J.  0.  Pease 

G.  W.  Wright 
J.  L.  Erringer 
Horatio  C.  Wood 
Richard  Cadbury 
S.  Griffitts  Wells 
George  Landon 
William  Cavan 
John  Colton 
William  M.  Watt 
Robert  Little 
John  H.  Watt 
Robert  Beatty 
Robert  Winchester 
John  E.  Murray 

R.  W.  Beatty 
Joseph  W.  Cowan 
W.  M.  Martin 
John  M.  Watt 
William  Steele 
Thomas  Kerr 
William  Fulton 
John  Hewston 

S.  C.  West 

H.  R.  Coggshall 
A.  B.  Taylor 
Samuel  C.  Sheppard 
H.  A.  Chadwick 

A.  M.  Stoddard 

B.  H.  Rand 
Charles  S.  Rand 
John  C.  Bullitt 
William  Y.  McAllister 
James  Bryan,  M.  D. 
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H.  N.  Potts 
Edwin  T.  Chase 
Charles  Hallowell 
R.  Patterson 
Robert  H.  Henniss 
F.  A.  Williman 
Thomas  McDougall 
James  T.  Griffin 
Richard  S.  Clark 
James  C.  Scott 
William  F.  Dean 
Henry  C.  Towsend 
Archibald  Clymer 
Robert  Rae 
John  B.  Springer 
John  0.  Brien 
Edward  Spain 
Thomas  F.  B.  Tapper 
Edward  Schreiner 

A.  A.  Clarkson 

B.  F.  Howey 
Daniel  F.  Moore 
Joseph  Weisman 
Albert  Potts 
Isaac  R.  Sheetz 
John  Woodside 
James  E.  Trexler 
Jacob  Emerick 
H.  Hopkins 
John  J.  Kersey 
William  Curry 
John  Robinson 
Thomas  Carrick 
James  Bayes  &  Co. 
Samuel  Yardley 
Isaac  Bedford 
Wm.  M.  Hurlbut 
Joseph  C.  Kern 
John  Weaver 

James  Y.  Emlen,  M.  D. 
L.  W.  Lathrop 


Geo.  H.  Taber 
Charles  T.  Kern 
Isaac  H.  Conrad 
Merrick  Barnes 
Manning  F.  Bowes 
Henry  F.  Day 
Charles  N.  Dickson 
W.  G.  Rowand 
George  R.  Bowers 
George  J.  Lincoln 
John  Davy 
J.  L.  Hames 
Adam  Mintzer 
Edward  R.  Parry 
John  Wilson 
Allen  R.  Pharo 
William  Campbell 
George  Craig 
S.  S.  Pancoast 
Wm.  L.  Banning 
A.  J.  Montgomery 
Samuel  Hutchinson 
Charles  E.  Lex 
Abraham  Ritter 
Chas.  Hartshorne 
Samuel  F.  Troth 
J.  H.  Bonsall 
J.  P.  Kelch 
D.  H.  Shedaker 
Spencer  Bonsall 
Charles  S.  Smith 
Samuel  D.  Keyser 
Geo.  J.  Boyd 
Robt.  Hutchinson 
Wm.  Bedell 
Thomas  Hutchinson 
J.  S.  Serrill 
William  B.  Vessels 
William  G.  Sager 
Thomas  Marsh 
William  Kockersperger 
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Charles  Oakford 
Frederick  F.  Holt 
F.  B.  Yansant 
W.  D.  Ruckman 

J.  C.  Stirling 

S.  F.  Franks 

K.  J.  Price 
Edward  Headman 
William  Ford 
Thomas  Cain 

C.  F.  Norton 
F.  Godshall 
J.  Reakirt 

T.  H.  Bush 
Daniel  Dalbery 
Abraham  Wilt 
M.  W.  Deshong 
James  Beckman 
A.  H.  Levis 
John  M.  Lee 

J.  B.  Thompson 
Thomas  F.  Boyd 
Joel  Sellers 
Henry  Bonsall 
Samuel  Carver 
Jacob  Carver 
John  B.  Squires 
Benjamin  F.  Hoeckley 


Edward  Bedlock 
S.  E.  Harlan 
Edward  Carpenter 
John  S.  Yardley 
Philip  F.  Snyder 
Isaiah  P.  Fitler 
Joseph  B.  Barry 

D.  T.  Moore  &  Co. 

A.  R.  Peale 
John  McCanles, 

Crissy  &  Markley 
Arthur  G.  Coffin 
Charles  Lukens,  M.  D. 
Alexander  Wilson 

E.  Otis  Kendall 
Robert  B.  Knight 
Charles  Toppan 
Septimus  Norris 
James  A.  Norris 
Thomas  A.  Taylor 
Thomas  J.  Megear 
Samuel  Allen 
Joseph  T.  Thomas 
E.  Tenant  Smith 
David  Lapsley 
George  Plitt 
Bailey  &  Co. 

L.  J.  Levy  &  Co. 

And  others. 
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Proceedings  of  Select  Council.  • 

THURSDAY,  November  2d,  1854. 

Mr.  Hinman, 

From  the  Committee  on  City  Property,  submitted  a  report 
upon  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  the  property  on  each 
side  of  Lemon  Hill.  In  regard  to  the  strip  south  of  Lemon 
Hill,  the  terms  had  not  been  agreed  upon.  But  the  property 
north  of  the  Hill,  thirty-three  acres,  known  as  the  Sedgley 
Estate,  could  be  purchased  upon  reasonable  terms ;  and  the 
Committee,  therefore,  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Commissioner  on  City  Property  be 
authorized  and  directed,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  lease  from  the  owners 
thereof,  the  property  situated  on  the  river  Schuylkill,  next 
north  of  Lemon  Hill,  known  as  the  Sedgley  Estate,  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  thereon ;  and  also,  on  the 
same  behalf,  to  enter  into  a  covenant  with  the  said  owners  to 
purchase  the  said  estate,  at  the  termination  of  the  lease,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  the  said 
covenant  to  be  mutually  binding,  and  to  contain  a  stipulation 
upon  the  part  of  the  said  owners,  that  a  good  and  sufficient 
title  shall  be  made  to  the  said  premises. 

Which  was  twice  read,  and  adopted. 


The  Common  Council  has  yet  to  take  final  action  on 
the  resolution. 


, 
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FAIR  MOUNT,  LEMON  HILL, 


THE  SPRING  GARDEN  WATER  WORKS, 


AND  INTERVENING  GROUNDS, 


AS  A 


Public  attention  has  recently  been  aroused  to  the  great 
importance  of  parks.  Indeed,  their  necessity  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  public  health  and  their  inestimable  value  in 
affording  the  means  of  exercise  and  healthful  recreation,  is  so 
generally  acknowledged  throughout  the  world,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  account  for  the  long  apathy  which  has  existed  among  our  for¬ 
mer  Councilmen  and  District  Commissioners  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  an  established  fact  that  London  contains  500  acres  of  park- 
ground  to  every  100,000  of  its  inhabitants.  The  large  parks  of 
Paris  constitute  the  chief  ornaments  of  that  elegant  city.  The 
Phoenix  Park  in  Dublin  contains  1700  acres,  and  is  described  by 
Sir  Francis  Head  as  the  finest  national  play-ground  in  the  world. 
In  some  other  cities  of  our  own  country  the  people  have  been 
mindful  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  source,  and 
have  provided  for  them.  In  the  chief  city  of  New  England 
there  is  “Boston  Common,”  to  which  are  attached  so  many 
interesting  associations  of  the  Revolution.  New  York,  be¬ 
sides  many  public  squares,  has  just  secured  a  large  park,  and 
we  are  glad  to  perceive  that  Philadelphia  is  at  last  waking  up 
to  the  necessities  of  her  citizens  in  this  respect.  "We  say 
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necessities ,  for  public  grounds  of  this  character  are  absolutely 
indispensable  to  the  health  of  a  great  and  thickly  populated 
community.  Without  them,  the  air,  loaded  with  the  noxious 
exhalations  arising  from  narrow  and  filthy  streets  and  alleys, 
and  from  the  great  accumulation  of  putrescent  and  decom¬ 
posed  matter,  becomes  impure  and  unwholesome,  and  when 
disease  makes  its  appearance  it  finds  thousands  of  victims 
rendered  ripe  for  its  destructive  power  by  reason  of  the 
debility,  enervation  and  lack  of  constitutional  vigor  produced 
by  living  in  an  impure  atmosphere.  These  are  medical  facts 
attested  by  all  medical  men,  and  by  the  experience  of  all 
great  cities  ;  facts  which  are  well  understood  in  the  old  world, 
and  which  have  long  been  acted  upon.  Besides  the  necessity 
of  parks  apparent  from  this  point  of  view,  there  is  another 
which  renders  it  equally  obvious.  They  furnish  healthful 
resorts  for  exercise  and  recreation.  What  place  is  there  now 
to  which  our  people  can  send  their  children  to  breathe  the 
pure  air,  and  to  take  that  exercise  which  is  so  indispensable 
for  the  young  ?  What  place  is  there  to  which  our  citizens, 
after  the  hot  day  of  summer  has  burnt  itself  out,  or  after  the 
toils  of  a  week  are  at  an  end,  can  repair  to  inhale  a  fresh 
atmosphere,  and  invigorate  their  exhausted  frames  with  plea¬ 
sant  recreation  beneath  the  blue  sky  of  heaven?  None 
whatever.  The  children  must  languish  in  close  and  confined 
apartments  at  home,  and  grow  up  with  weak  and  sickly  con¬ 
stitutions,  or  they  must  find  their  only  play-ground  upon  the 
pavement,  by  the  side  of  gutters,  and  at  the  momentary  risk 
of  life  and  limb ;  while  the  parents,  if  they  seek  for  pure  air 
and  healthful  walks  must  look  for  them  in  the  dust  of  crowded 
thoroughfares. 

This  state  of  things  should  not  exist ;  health,  and  cheerful 
spirits,  and  the  welfare  of  our  children  are  of  more  importance 
than  money,  and  it  is  time  that  we  should  wake  up  to  the  vast 
importance  of  the  fact  that  half  a  million  of  people  crowded 
within  a  narrow  area,  cannot  live  without  air  and  the  means 
of  healthful  exercise.  Our  Founder,  when  he  planted  his 
Colony,  and  laid  out  his  infant  city,  had  his  thoughts  turned 
to  the  welfare  of  posterity.  When  the  whole  country  pre¬ 
sented  nothing  but  a  wilderness,  he  set  apart  the  four  squares, 
now  known  as  Washington,  Franklin,  Logan  and  Rittenhouse, 
which  are  the  pride  of  the  city ;  and  dedicated  to  public  uses 
the  centre  square  which  bears  the  name  of  Penn.  It  is  well 
known  too,  that  if  his  plan  had  been  faithfully  carried  out  by 
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the  people,  no  buildings  would  have  been  erected  east  of  Front 
Street ;  the  whole  river  front  would  have  for  ever  remained 
open  to  us  as  a  common.  But  while  we  have  for  these  nearly 
two  hundred  years  continued  to  increase  and  prosper  beyond 
all  the  visions  of  Penn,  no  great  enlightened  policy  as  to 
open  spaces  or  Parks  has  engaged  the  attention  of  those  in 
power.  We  all  feel  the  mistake  that  has  been  made,  and 
regret  that  acres  of  grassy  undulating  fields  were  not  reserved 
in  every  district.  The  City  Councils  of  1843  have  laid  us 
under  many  obligations.  With  a  just  appreciation  of  the 
wants  of  this  large  city  they  secured  for  us,  and  those  who 
are  to  come  after  us,  that  beautiful  piece  of  land  known  as 
Lemon  Hill.  No  act  of  city  legislation,  from  the  time  of  Penn 
till  this  day,  will  afford  more  heartfelt  pleasure  to  those  who 
are  to  follow  us,  than  this  purchase  of  Lemon  Hill  for  the 
public  use. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  attention  should  be  given 
to  Lemon  Hill,  and  the  adjoining  grounds.  We  fortunately 
still  have  it  in  our  power  to  establish  at  least  one  large  Park, 
at  a  comparatively  small  outlay  of  money.  This  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  by  at  once  securing  the  piece  of  land  known  as 
“  Sedgley  Park.”  It  lies  on  the  Schuylkill,  immediately 
north  of  and  adjoining  the  Lemon  Hill  estate,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  grounds  of  the  city,  known  as  the  Spring 
Garden  and  Northern  Liberties  Water  Works.  Girard  Av¬ 
enue,  now  about  to  be  opened,  runs  directly  through  it,  and 
a  bridge  is  now  being  erected  from  the  terminus  of  that 
avenue  on  the  river,  to  the  opposite  shore.  To  make  Lemon 
Hill  a  compact  tract  of  land,  with  convenient  and  regular 
boundaries,  suitable  for  a  Park,  it  is  of  the  highest  import¬ 
ance  to  extend  its  northern  boundary  up  to  Girard  Avenue. 
Without  this  addition,  Lemon  Hill  can  never  have  fit  and  suitable 
openings  for  access.  At  present,  the  only  means  of  entrance 
is  by  the  road  at  the  lower  end.  With  the  addition  proposed, 
access  can  be  had  from  the  north  as  well  as  from  the  southern 
line.  This  extension  of  the  grounds  will  not  only  furnish 
ample  means  of  access  and  exit,  but  enable  pedestrians  and 
carriages  to  reach  the  Park  from  all  the  streets  connecting 
with  Girard  Avenue.  The  importance  of  this  measure  has 
been  made  manifest  to  all  who  have  visited  the  grounds  or 
examined  the  plans  of  the  property,  and  it  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  fortunate  circumstance,  now  that  Councils  have 
determined  to  dedicate  Lemon  Hill  to  the  public  use,  that  we 
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have  it  in  our  power  to  secure  the  adjoining  ground  before  it 
has  been  disposed  of  piece-meal  for  other  purposes.  The 
opening  of  Girard  Avenue  will  furnish  a  front  for  the  Park 
on  the  northern  line  of  some  fifteen  hundred  feet,  which  may 
in  the  course  of  time  be  handsomely  embellished,  and  afford 
ample  space  for  the  numerous  places  of  entrance  and  exit  for 
promenades  and  carriageways,  which  will  be  required.  Fair- 
mount,  the  southern  gate-way  of  the  proposed  Park,  has  long 
been  almost  the  only  resort  of  our  families,  and  the  strangers 
who  visit  Philadelphia.  Omnibuses  centre  there  from  all 
quarters  of  the  city,  furnishing  an  easy  and  cheap  conveyance 
to  Lemon  Hill.  The  Railroad  which  passes  the  eastern  boun¬ 
dary  of  the  grounds,  will  also  afford  the  convenience  of  a  ride 
to  large  numbers  of  our  citizens.  All  residing  in  the  districts 
west  of  the  Schuylkill,  can  have  ready  access  to  the  grounds 
by  the  Wire-bridge  at  Fairmount,  as  well  as  by  the  bridge  at 
the  foot  of  Girard  Avenue.  And  the  numerous  population 
bordering  on  the  Schuylkill,  at  Belmont,  the  Falls,  Rox- 
borough,  Germantown  and  Manayunk,  can  reach  it  by  the 
boats  that  ply  on  the  river. 

We  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  admirable  location  for  a 
Park,  and  we  have  not  in  our  rambles  been  able  to  find  any 
spot  equalling  it  in  beauty  and  natural  adaptations  for  the 
purpose. 

It  is  understood  that  the  late  districts  of  Spring  Garden 
and  Northern  Liberties  contemplated  purchasing  a  portion  of 
Sedgley  lying  south  of  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works,  so 
as  to  afford  greater  space  along  the  lower  line  of  their  grounds, 
which  were  found  to  be  inconveniently  cramped.  The  posses¬ 
sion  by  the  city,  therefore,  of  that  portion  of  Sedgley  lying 
between  these  Works  and  the  north  line  of  Girard  Avenue, 
would  not  only  afford  this  much  needed  room,  but  also  be  the 
means  of  forming  an  unbroken  tract  of  land  connecting  Fair- 
mount  with  the  Spring  Garden  WaterWorks,  and  furnishing 
a  greatly  increased  river  front.  As  these  two  important 
public  works  are  now  vested  in  one  corporation  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  same  officers,  the  importance  of  having  a 
direct  communication  over  these  grounds  is  evident. 

There  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  secur¬ 
ing  that  portion  of  Sedgley  lying  south  of  the  Avenue,  so  as 
to  afford  convenient  and  suitable  boundaries  for  that  estate 
as  a  park,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Spring  Garden 
Works  would  be  really  benefited  by  the  addition  of  the 
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ground  between  the  Works  and  the  north  line  of  Girard 
Avenue ;  that  this  addition  would  also  be  the  means  of  con¬ 
necting  these  Works  with  the  Works  at  Fairmount;  it  is 
apparent  that  it  would  be  good  policy  for  the  city  to  secure 
the  ivhole  of  the  Sedgley  tract . 

But  there  is  another  matter  in  connection  with  this  pur¬ 
chase,  which  should  after  all  have  more  weight  than  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  what  should  be  the  proper  boundaries  of  Lemon  Hill, 
or  the  propriety  and  convenience  of  uniting  the  two  public 
Water  Works,  and  that  is  the  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and 
our  families  of  guarding  with  our  utmost  vigilance  the  water 
we  daily  use,  from  all  impurities  of  our  own  creating.  We 
think  it  highly  essential  to  the  purity  of  the  water,  that  the 
thirty-three  acres  intervening  between  the  Lemon  Hill  estate 
and  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works  should  not  be  permitted 
to  be  covered  with  factories,  breweries,  slaughter  houses,  sta¬ 
bles,  dwellings,  and  other  buildings,  pouring  their  impurities 
into  the  very  fountains  from  which,  as  has  been  truly  said,  we 
draw  health  and  life,  or  disease  and  death.  This  is  a  subject 
which  has  already  attracted  the  attention  of  those  to  whom 
we  look  for  advice  in  all  matters  touching  the  health  of  the 
city,  and  we  have  had  an  earnest  appeal  made  to  us  to  guard 
the  river  front  as  much  as  possible  from  all  contamination. 

The  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  who  remain  in  the 
city  at  their  daily  occupations  the  whole  year  round,  with  but 
occasional  hours  of  leisure  for  pleasure  or  recreation,  will 
rejoice  that  at  last  one  place  will  be  open  to  them,  where 
they  can  feel  they  are  not  trespassers  on  private  property, 
and  where  they  may  with  their  wives  and  children  sit  under 
the  shade  of  the  fine  old  tulip  trees  yet  spared  to  us  on  Lemon 
Hill,  and  enjoy  the  beautiful  views  on  the  winding  stream 
which  runs  at  their  feet. 

In  view  of  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  community — the  real 
working  and  business  men,  who  have  built  up  this  great  and 
growing  city,  Councils  will,  we  feel  assured,  not  hesitate  to 
recognise  the  public  grounds  on  the  Schuylkill  as  the  most 
appropriate,  best,  and  central,  that  have  been  presented  for  the 
purpose.  In  consideration  of  the  many  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of  Lemon 
Hill  as  now  proposed,  we  think  there  can  be  but  one  opinion 
among  all  intelligent,  reflecting  men,  having  only  the  present 
and  future  interest  of  the  city  at  heart.  We  are  satisfied  a 
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more  popular  measure  than  that  now  proposed  never  was 
before  a  legislative  body.  If  a  vote  of  the  people  were  taken 
to-day,  we  believe  that  not  five  hundred  in  this  community 
would  be  found  so  narrow-minded  as  to  oppose  a  measure  so 
much  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  present  as  well  as 
future  generations.  The  dedication  of  Lemon  Hill  to  the 
public  use  with  the  extended  boundaries,  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  citizens  of  all  sections  of  our  consolidated  city.  They  are 
all  familiar  with  the  grounds.  Thousands  have,  from  time  to 
time,  spent  a  quiet  hour  under  the  shade  of  the  trees  which 
fortunately  have  been  suffered  to  remain,  amidst  the  ruins  of 
this  once  splendid  garden.  They  ask  for  nothing  better,  if  it 
could  be  found  within  the  precincts  of  the  consolidated  city. 
They  are  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  river  scenery, 
and  know  that  whether  shone  upon  by  the  summer's  sun,  or 
swept  by  the  rude  blasts  of  winter,  it  will  always  prove 
inviting  by  its  manifold  beauties — attractive  and  pleasant  in 
the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn,  and  invigorating  and  health¬ 
giving  in  the  winter  months. 

The  dedication  of  this  estate  to  the  public  use  as  a  park, 
was  contemplated  by  the  late  City  Corporation,  and  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  in  the  Journal  of  Councils  for  1843, 
this  contemplated  appropriation  of  the  grounds,  is  specially 
referred  to.  The  paramount  object  in  the  purchase  of  Lemon 
Hill  was  the  preservation  of  the  reservoirs  at  Fairmount,  from 
all  impurities.  The  able  and  judicious  gentlemen  who  occu¬ 
pied  seats  in  Councils  felt  the  importance  of  protecting  the 
forebay  from  the  thousand  nameless  nuisances  which  might 
find  their  way  into  the  river  from  houses,  factories,  and  sew¬ 
ers,  should  the  river  front  be  given  up  to  building  or  business 
purposes.  The  Committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  was  then  referred,  consisting  of  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Cope, 
and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Scull,  Boswell,  Snowden,  and  Deve- 
reau,  looking  forward  to  the  dedication  of  this  Estate  as  a 
Park,  thus  express  themselves. 

uThe  paramount  object  of  securing  Lemon  Hill  for  the  use 
of  Philadelphia,  is  to  preserve  as  far  as  possible  our  reservoirs 
on  Fairmount  from  contamination.  But  the  Committee  may 
be  indulged  in  pointing  out  a  particular  appropriation  of  the 
grounds,  as  agreeable  as  it  would  be  useful.  *****  it 
may  be  made  a  means  of  healthful  resort,  and  contribute  to  the 
recreation  and  enjoyment  of  the  citizens  as  a  public  prome- 
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nade.  A  city  so  populous  as  Philadelphia,  with  the  means  of 
prosperity  so  abundantly  within  and  around  her,  and  with  all 
the  certain  prospect  of  increasing  populousness,  should  multi¬ 
ply  these  sources  of  benefit  and  gratification.  We  believe 
that  no  subject  of  public  economy  is  more  important  than  a 
copious  supply  of  uncorrupted  water.  Without  it  no  commu¬ 
nity  can  be  healthy,  and  no  town  can  be  prosperous.  But 
next  to,  or  perhaps  beside  it  in  importance,  is  purity  of  air, 
which  is  equally  indispensable  to  the  public  health. — We  have 
in  the  City  proper  at  this  time,  six  small,  though  beautiful 
public  squares,  which  operate  as  a  kind  of  lungs  to  Philadel¬ 
phia.  When  the  City  shall  have  become  crowded  with  a  more 
dense  population,  such  a  retreat  from  the  noise,  the  dust,  the 
heat  and  bustle  of  the  town,  as  Lemon  Hill  may  become,  and 
indeed  now  is,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated  for  the  agree¬ 
able  exercise,  the  refreshing  shade,  and  the  invigorating 
atmosphere  which  it  will  ensure  to  the  valetudinarian,  the 
enfeebled  infant,  and  the  relaxed  citizen. 

“  London,  with  an  overflowing  population  abounds  in  Parks. 
They  have  Hyde  Park,  St.  James  Park,  Regent  Park,  Green 
Park,  Victoria  Park,  &c.,  and  Kensington  Gardens.  One  of 
these  contains  400  acres  of  ground,  another  between  3  and  400, 
and  another  about  100  acres.  All  are  of  considerable  extent, 
and  beautifully  decorated  with  foliage,  water  scenery,  lawns,  and 
convenient  avenues  for  pedestrians,  horsemen,  and  carriages. 
Besides  these  superb  Parks,  there  are  scattered  throughout 
London  upwards  of  one  hundred  minor  open  spaces,  similar 
to  our  public  squares,  some  of  them  quite  small,  but  all  taste¬ 
fully  laid  out  in  grass  plots,  shrubbery  and  promenades. 
These  afford  salubrious  air  and  healthful  exercise  for  the 
swarming  population  of  that  immense  capital.  Indeed,  so 
sensible  are  the  people  of  London  of  the  value  of  such  places 
for  air  and  recreation,  that  government  is  at  this  very  time 
adopting  measures  for  their  increase.  Now  in  Philadelphia 
proper,  we  have  but  six  small  public  squares,  already  referred 
to,  containing  in  the  whole  less  than  50  acres,  and  the  period 
is  by  no  means  distant,  when,  whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of 
our  people,  it  will  be  impracticable  to  add  to  the  number, 
except  by  a  profuseness  of  expenditure,  and  a  prodigality  of 
outlay,  which  would  frighten  them  by  its  amount.” 

But  little  more  than  ten  years  have  elapsed  since  this  re¬ 
port  was  made,  and  yet  our  increase  in  population  has  been 
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so  great  as  to  place  Lemon  Hill  almost  at  the  very  doors  of 
our  most  thriving  districts.  But  there  is  another  matter 
treated  of  in  the  report,  which  is  at  this  time  entitled  to  the 
most  earnest  consideration  of  Councils.  We  allude  to  the 
duty  entrusted  to  us  to  see  that  the  water  used  for  drinking, 
and  culinary  purposes,  be  kept  pure  and  free  from  taint.  W e 
are  firmly  of  the  opinion,  that  the  river  front  from  the  fore¬ 
bay  extending  up  to  the  limits  of  the  ground  of  the  Spring 
Garden  Water  Works,  should  at  all  times  hereafter  be  kept 
free  from  factories,  dwellings,  and  other  buildings  calculated 
to  injure  the  water,  and  that  no  sewers  should  be  opened  into 
the  river  between  these  points.  No  mere  pecuniary  conside¬ 
rations,  should  permit  us  to  lose  sight  of  a  subject  so  deeply 
connected  with  our  health,  happiness,  and  prosperity.  In 
1843,  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians,  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  people  to  this  important  matter,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  before  referred  to,  gave  due  consideration  to  their 
suggestions;  we  quote  again  from  their  report : 

“  The  advantageous  position  of  Lemon  Hill,  bounding  to  a 
considerable  extent  the  cove  immediately  above  the  Water 
Works,  renders  the  possession  of  it  by  the  public  a  prize 
beyond  mere  dollars  and  cents.  It  has,  indeed  been  sug¬ 
gested  that  by  extending  a  pier  south  of  Coates  street,  far 
into  the  river  Schuylkill,  we  might  be  sheltered  from  nuisan¬ 
ces  cast  into  the  water  north  of  that  pier.  The  Committee 
believe  that  gross  substances,  floating  on. the  surface,  could 
be  diverted  from  the  forebay  by  that  and  other  means,  but  to 
exclude  water  deeply  impregnated  with  deleterious  drugs, 
such  as  are  used  in  manufacturing  dyes,  as  indigo,  vitriol, 
copperas,  &c.,  from  entering,  would  be  as  impracticable  as  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  muddy  or  turbid  water.  We  can 
get  rid  of  muddy  particles  by  filtration,  but  not  of  poisonous 
drugs,  perhaps,  without  distillation,  at  least  this  is  the  opinion 
of  some  of  our  most  intelligent  chemists.  An  idea,  however 
unfounded,  that  our  drinking  water  may  be  thus  polluted, 
and  rendered  dangerous  to  health,  would  prove  decidedly 
and  permanently  mischievous.  It  could  not  fail  to  injure 
the  reputation  of  Philadelphia  for  healthfulness  and  tend  to 
discourage  strangers  from  coming  or  residing  amongst  us. 

Of  what  consequence  is  the  insignificant  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  purchase-money  of  this  property,  compared 
with  the  satisfaction  arising  from  the  assurance  that  the  water 
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for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes  is  pure  and  wholesome  ? 
To  lose  the  present  opportunity  of  buying  this  estate  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to  lose  it  forever ;  a  loss  which 
would  but  too  soon  be  felt  in  the  blighted  prosperity  of  the 
city,  and  the  impaired  health  and  happiness  of  its  inhabitants. 
In  arriving  at  the  conclusion  to  buy  Lemon  Hill,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  were  influenced  not  merely  by  their  own  sense  of  duty 
towards  their  constituents,  but  also  by  a  wish  to  meet  the  con¬ 
victions  of  the  three  thousand  citizens  whose  petitions  urging 
the  purchase  have  recently  been  presented  to  Councils.  In 
the  list  of  subscribers  to  these  petitions  there  will  be  found 
the  names  of  many  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia,  physicians  of  the  first  eminence,  lawyers,  clergy¬ 
men,  professors  and  other  men  of  science,  proprietors  of  large 
estates,  and  tax-payers  of  every  description.  Nor  could  the 
Committee  fail  to  regard  with  peculiar  respect  the  opinions  of 
that  scientific  and  estimable  body,  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Physicians,  whose  special  province  it  is  to  watch  over  and 
guard  the  health  of  the  citizens.  That  learned  association, 
by  a  series  of  resolutions,  has  expressed  an  ardent  desire  that 
the  city  should  become  the  possessor  of  that  valuable  estate. 
Their  communication  on  this  subject  having  been  referred  to 
this  Committee,  is  now  returned,  with  the  request  that  Coun¬ 
cils  will  be  pleased  to  order  it  to  be  appended  to  this  report 
on  the  journals.” 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  purchase  was  made  for  the 
protection  of  those  citizens  residing  within  the  limits  of  the 
late  city  corporation.  Since  that  period  our  increase  in 
riches  and  population  has  been  very  great.  To  supply  the 
upper  districts,  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works  were  erected, 
and  the  city  has  added  to  her  reservoirs.  No  arbitrary  line 
now  divides  our  people ;  we  all  have  the  same  interests  in 
these  great  works,  for  the  supply  of  water,  and  the  same 
obligation  resting  upon  us  to  guard  the  water  from  pollution. 
The  arguments  of  1843  hold  good  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
need  add  nothing  to  them.  The  whole  tract  of  land  extend¬ 
ing  along  the  river  from  the  forebay  at  Fairmount  to  the 
point  above  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works,  should  at  once 
be  secured  and  dedicated  to  the  public  use,  and  forever  kept 
free  from  all  buildings  calculated  to  damage  the  water. 

Happily,  this  can  be  accomplished  for  so  trifling  a  sum, 
that  our  citizens  will  hardly  feel  the  expense  of  the  purchase. 
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The  Committee  on  City  Property  have  effected  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  owners  of  Sedgley,  by  which  possession  of  the 
land  can  be  had  for  five  years  at  the  nominal  rent  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars. 

It  is  certainly  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that  while  pro¬ 
viding  so  elegant  a  Park  for  the  consolidated  city,  other  ad¬ 
vantages  so  highly  important  to  our  health  and  welfare  are 
secured  to  us  forever.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the  public  senti¬ 
ment  is  strongly  in  favor  of  this  measure.  The  subject  of  having 
a  large  open  Park  has  for  several  years  engaged  the  attention 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  only  difference  of  opinion  has  been  as 
to  the  location  proposed,  and  the  -price  fixed  upon  some  of  the 
properties  offered  to  the  city ;  and  thus  year  after  year  has 
been  suffered  to  pass  by,  the  city  has  gone  on  stretching  out 
her  arms,  covering  all  the  choice  spots,  and  no  active  and 
determined  means  have  been  taken  to  secure  for  us  and  our 
posterity  suitable  places  where,  when  occasionally  freed  from 
labor,  the  toiling  thousands  of  the  city  might  inhale  fresh 
and  pure  air,  and  renovate  their  exhausted  bodies. 

The  matter  is  now  urged  upon  the  attention  of  Councils  for 
the  reasons  already  set  forth,  viz :  As  the  city  owns  the 
greater  portion  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  laid  out  as  a  plea¬ 
sure  ground,  it  is  immeasurably  the  most  available  and  cheap¬ 
est  plan  that  has  been  suggested  of  forming  a  large  public 
park. 

This  is  the  most  appropriate,  beautiful,  and  central  place 
that  can  be  named  for  a  public  park.  It  will  give  us  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  elegant  tract,  containing  about  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  of  fine  undulating  ground,  having  upwards  of  a  mile 
of  river  front,  and  upon  which,  according  to  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Graff,  roads  of  eight  or  ten  miles  in  length  can  be  constructed, 
and  at  the  same  time  embracing  within  its  limits  two  of  our 
most  interesting  public  works. 

It  will  require  very  little  expense  to  lay  out  the  grounds 
for  immediate  use,  and  no  apprehensions  need  be  entertained 
of  streets  being  eventually  run  through  the  property,  as  would 
inevitably  be  the  case  with  some  of  the  other  properties  named 
for  a  park. 

We  trust  that  immediate  steps  may  be  taken  to  give  the 
people  the  Schuylkill  Park.  Nature  has  done  much  for  these 
grounds,  leaving  but  little  for  art  to  supply.  Once  dedicated 
to  the  public  use,  we  feel  assured  that  the  taste  and  liberality 
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of  our  citizens  will  in  due  time  contribute  to  render  the  Park 
the  chief  ornament  of  our  city,  a  place  of  joyous  resort  for 
all  classes  of  our  citizens,  and  the  strangers  who  may  visit  us. 

The  writer  of  this  has  felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject  for 
many  years,  and  at  one  time  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  late  District  of  Spring  Garden  to  the  importance  of 
uniting  the  Spring  Garden  Water  Works  with  Fairmount. 
He  did  so  without  asking  the  sanction  of  the  owners  of  the 
property,  and  now  that  the  question  is  fairly  before  the 
Councils  of  the  consolidated  city,  through  the  action  of  their 
own  Committees,  he  again  ventures  to  call  the  special  atten¬ 
tion  of  members  to  the  measure  before  it  shall  become  too 
late.  He  cannot  shut  his  eyes  to  the  vast  importance  of  this 
subject,  or  to  the  fact  that  opportunities  like  this,  when  lost, 
are  lost  for  ever ;  leaving  nothing  behind  but  unavailing 
regrets  and  self-reproaches.  He  trusts  that  Councils,  in  de¬ 
ciding  this  matter,  may  so  record  their  names  as  to  enable 
them  ten  years  hence  to  look  back  with  pride  and  pleasure  at 
the  proceedings  in  their  Journal,  to  find  their  names  indisso¬ 
lubly  connected  with  a  place  which  they  and  their  descend¬ 
ants  will  regard  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  attractions  of 
the  city. 
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From  the  “  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia ,”  vol.  1 .,  page  1T8. 

Stated  Meeting,  November  7,  1843. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were,  upon  motion 
of  Dr.  Fox,  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas ,  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  deem 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
constituted  authorities  to  those  causes  which  may  prove  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  health  of  the  community,  so  as,  by  their  aid,  to 
obtain  the  removal  or  avoidance  of  them  :  And  whereas, 
this  College  esteem  the  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  essen¬ 
tial  to  health,  and  believe  that  the  source  from  whence  our 
city  derives  its  supply  is  exposed  to  great  danger  of  being 
contaminated :  Therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia 
do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the  City  Councils  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  such  measures  as  will  perpetuate  the  purity  of  the 
water  derived  from  the  basin  of  the  Fairmount  dam. 

Resolved ,  That  the  said  College  esteem  it  desirable  that 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  should  possess  so  much  of  the  shores 
of  the  said  basin  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  purity  of 
the  water. 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  “  Lemon  Hill  Estate”  will  be  ex¬ 
posed  at  peremptory  sale  on  the  21st  instant,  the  Councils  of 
the  City  be  respectfully  urged  to  purchase  for  the  citizens 
the  said  estate,  so  as  effectually  to  guard  the  Schuylkill  water 
from  any  danger  of  contamination  from  causes  which  might 
arise  on  that  property. 

Resolved ,  That  the  College  also  urge  upon  the  Councils  the 
necessity  of  taking  such  measures,  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
as  will  procure  legislative  enactments  by  which  the  culverts 
of  the  northern  and  western  portions  of  Spring  Garden  shall 
be  emptied  into  the  river  Schuylkill  below  the  bridge  at  Fair- 
mount,  instead  of,  as  is  now  the  case,  into  the  basin  of  the 
Fairmount  dam. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Wood,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  College  be  instructed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
above  preamble  and  resolutions,  signed  by  all  the  officers  of 
the  College,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Councils  to 
which  has  been  referred  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  the 
Lemon  Hill  estate,  with  a  request  that  he  would  present  the 
same  to  the  Councils,  at  such  time  as  he  may  deem  best 
adapted  to  accomplish  the  objects  embraced  therein. 
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